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Other Estate Planning Documents

General Durable Power of Attorney

· You appoint someone to make any financial decisions for you.

· You can appoint an alternate.

· It is effective immediately, even if you are not incompetent.

· It remains effective even if you become incompetent.

· It expires when you die.

Health Care Power of Attorney

· You appoint someone to make health decisions for you.

· You can authorize Organ Donation.

· It is effective only when your physician determines that you are not able to make health decisions for yourself.

Declaration of Desire for a Natural Death (Living Will) 

· You make a statement regarding your wishes in the event that:

· Your condition is determined to be incurable or irreversible that will result in your death with in a relatively short period of time.

· You become unconscious and your health care providers determine that to a high degree of medical certainty, you will never regain consciousness.

· You suffer from advanced dementia or any other condition which results in the substantial loss of your cognitive abilities and your health care providers determine, to a high degree of medical certainty, this loss is not reversible.

· No specific person is designated to make these determinations, so they would presumably be made by your physician.

· Under those circumstances you state whether you want your physician:

· To withhold or discontinue all life prolonging measures.

· To withhold or discontinue either artificial nutrition or hydration or both.

· If the person appointed under your Health Care Power of Attorney disagrees with your decisions, the Living Will lets you choose whether you want the Living Will to control or your Health Care Agent’s decision to control.
HIPAA Authorization

· You authorize your health care providers to disclose your protected health information to the person or persons you specify, upon request.

· Whereas the Health Care Power of Attorney authorizes disclosure in the event that you are unable to make health care decisions for yourself, the HIPAA Authorization allows disclosure at any time, upon the request of the person or persons you specify. 

· It remains effective for up 2 years after your death unless you revoke it prior to your death.
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